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Getting Your Alberta Driver's Licence
Having a valid driver's licence makes life significantly easier across Central Alberta, where many communities

are more spread out than in larger cities. This guide covers the process for new drivers, drivers transferring

from another province, and newcomers to Canada.

1. Alberta's Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) Program
New drivers in Alberta go through a staged licensing process designed to build experience safely:

● Class 7 (Learner's Licence) - available starting at age 14, after passing a knowledge test on the rules of
the road. Learners must be accompanied by a fully licensed driver at all times.

● Class 5 GDL (Probationary Licence) - after holding a Class 7 for at least one year (two years if under 18)
and passing a road test, drivers can drive independently under certain restrictions, including a zero
blood-alcohol limit.

● Full Class 5 Licence - after 24 months on a Class 5 GDL with a clean driving record (suspension and
demerit-free for the last 12 months), drivers exit the GDL program automatically; a separate advanced road
test is no longer required.

● In total, the GDL process takes a minimum of about 3 years from a Class 7 learner's licence to a full Class 5
licence.

2. Transferring a Licence From Another Province or Country
● Drivers moving from another Canadian province can typically exchange their existing licence for an Alberta

licence at a registry office, often without retesting, depending on your home province and driving history.
● Drivers moving from another country may be able to exchange a valid foreign licence directly if Alberta has

a reciprocal agreement with that country; otherwise, you may need to complete Alberta's knowledge and/or
road tests.

● New residents must obtain an Alberta driver's licence within a set period after establishing residency -
check current requirements at a registry office, since rules and timelines can change.

● Bring your existing licence, proof of identity, and proof of Alberta residency (such as a lease agreement or
utility bill) to a registry office to begin the process.

3. What You'll Need at the Registry
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Documents to Bring

Valid government-issued photo ID (passport, permanent resident card, etc.).

Proof of Alberta residency, such as a lease agreement or utility bill.

Proof of citizenship or legal status in Canada - note that Alberta has introduced additional

citizenship/status verification requirements for licence issuance and renewal, so confirm current

documentation requirements before your appointment.

Your existing out-of-province or international driver's licence, if applicable.

4. Costs and Practical Tips
● A standard Class 5 licence renewal costs roughly $90-$100 for a five-year term; new licence and testing

fees vary by registry and licence class.
● Book road test appointments early, as availability can be limited, particularly in smaller communities.
● Consider a driver training course - completing an approved program can shorten the probationary period

on a Class 5 GDL by up to 6 months.
● Registry offices are operated by private agents across the region - appointments are recommended,

though not always required.

5. Frequently Asked Questions

Common Questions

Can I drive on my out-of-province licence while I wait? New residents can generally drive on a

valid licence from elsewhere for a limited period after arriving - confirm the current allowance at a

registry office.

What if my home country doesn't have a licence exchange agreement with Alberta? You'll

likely need to complete Alberta's knowledge test and road test as a new driver.

Do I need winter tires? They're not legally required province-wide, but strongly recommended

given Central Alberta's winter driving conditions.

How do I book a road test? Road tests are booked directly through registry agent offices; book

early, as wait times for test slots can be several weeks in busier periods.

Driver's Licence Checklist

✓ Confirmed which licence class and process applies to your situation

✓ Gathered required identification and proof of residency

✓ Booked a registry appointment for testing or licence exchange
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✓ Considered a driver training course to reduce probationary time, if applicable

✓ Understood current renewal costs and timelines

Keep Planning Your Move With Work Central AB

See our Public Transportation guide for alternatives while you complete your licensing process. Visit

workcentralab.ca/resources.

https://workcentralab.ca/resources

