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Registering for Healthcare in Alberta

Registering for the Alberta Health Care Insurance Plan (AHCIP) is one of the most important early steps after
moving to the province. This guide covers eligibility, the application process, and how to bridge any coverage

gap.

1. What AHCIP Covers

AHCIP is Alberta's publicly funded health insurance program. It covers medically necessary physician and
hospital services at no direct cost to registered residents, funded through general tax revenue rather than
monthly premiums. It does not cover everything, however - prescription drugs (outside hospital), dental
care, and vision care generally require supplementary insurance, such as an employer benefits plan or a
private plan like Alberta Blue Cross.

2. Who Is Eligible

* You must be legally entitled to be in Canada and make Alberta your permanent home.

° You generally must commit to being physically present in Alberta for at least 183 days within a 12-month
period.

° Eligible groups include Canadian citizens, permanent residents, and certain temporary residents with valid
work or study permits - eligibility for temporary residents can vary, so confirm your specific situation.

3. When and How to Register

° If you're moving from another Canadian province, you should register within 3 months of establishing
Alberta residency; coverage typically begins on the first day of the third month after your move.

° If you're moving from outside Canada, registration timelines can differ - apply as soon as you're eligible,
since Alberta does not apply the same mandatory waiting period some other provinces use for many
newcomers.

*  Apply online through Alberta's eServices system, or in person at a participating registry agent office, which
can review your documents on the spot.

° Mail-in applications are also accepted, though in-person applications are typically processed faster.

4. Documents You'll Need
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Required Supporting Documents

Proof of identity - passport, permanent resident card, or Canadian birth certificate.

Proof of legal status - PR card, Confirmation of Permanent Residence (COPR), valid work or
study permit, or citizenship certificate.

Proof of Alberta residency - lease agreement, utility bill, Alberta driver's licence, or bank
statement showing your Alberta address, generally issued within the last 90 days.

Your Social Insurance Number, if you have one.

5. Bridging the Coverage Gap

If there's a delay before your AHCIP coverage begins, consider temporary private health insurance to cover
emergencies in the meantime - several Alberta insurers offer short-term newcomer plans. Note that
emergency rooms will never refuse necessary care, but you may be billed if you don't yet have active
coverage or other insurance.

6. After You're Registered

* Register with a family doctor or walk-in clinic near your new home - wait times for a family doctor can vary,
so it's worth starting the search early.

* Keep your personal health card (paper or mobile) with you along with photo ID when accessing services.

* Update your AHCIP information if you move within Alberta or your household circumstances change.

7. Common Healthcare Registration Questions

Frequently Asked Questions

Is there a waiting period for coverage? It depends on where you're moving from - those
relocating from another Canadian province typically wait until the first day of the third month after
establishing residency; requirements for newcomers from outside Canada can differ, so confirm
your specific situation.

Will | be charged for emergency care during any gap in coverage? Emergency rooms will
always provide necessary care, but you may be billed if you don't have active AHCIP coverage or
other insurance at the time.

Does AHCIP cover my whole family? Each eligible family member, including dependent children,
generally needs to be registered - check current requirements for adding dependants to your
application.

What if | lose my health card? Contact AHCIP directly or visit a registry agent in person with proof
of identity and your current address to get a replacement.
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Healthcare Registration Checklist

O Confirmed your AHCIP eligibility and applicable timeline

O Gathered proof of identity, legal status, and Alberta residency

[0  Applied online or at a registry agent office

O Considered temporary private insurance to bridge any coverage gap

O Started searching for a family doctor or clinic

Keep Planning Your Move With Work Central AB

See our Newcomer Resources and Financial Resources guides at workcentralab.ca/resources for more on
settling in fully.
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