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Understanding the Alberta Advantage Immigration Program

The Alberta Advantage Immigration Program (AAIP) is Alberta's Provincial Nominee Program (PNP), offered
jointly by the Government of Alberta and Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC). It allows the
province to nominate skilled workers, graduates, and entrepreneurs whose background matches Alberta's
labour market needs for Canadian permanent residence.

1. How the AAIP Works

Most worker streams use an Expression of Interest (EOI) system: you submit an online profile, and eligible
candidates are ranked using factors such as education, work experience, language ability, age, and
connection to Alberta.

The province periodically issues invitations to the highest-ranking candidates and those matching current
labour market priorities.

A provincial nomination significantly boosts your Express Entry ranking (adding a substantial points bonus)
or allows a direct application to IRCC for permanent residence, depending on the stream.

A nomination is a strong endorsement, but it is not permanent residence on its own - federal processing
follows.

2. Key AAIP Streams

Common Pathways

Alberta Opportunity Stream - for temporary foreign workers already employed full-time in
Alberta in an eligible occupation, generally requiring 12 months of recent Alberta work experience.

Alberta Express Entry Stream - for candidates in the federal Express Entry pool, typically
requiring a Comprehensive Ranking System (CRS) score of at least 300.

Rural Renewal Stream - for candidates with a job offer in a designated rural Central Alberta
community, supporting smaller communities' economic growth.

Tourism and Hospitality Stream - for workers in Alberta's tourism and hospitality sector.

Dedicated Health Care Pathway - for qualified candidates with a job offer in an eligible health
care occupation from an Alberta employer.

Entrepreneur streams - for candidates looking to establish or purchase a business in Alberta.

3. General Eligibility Factors

Relevant work experience in an eligible occupation for your chosen stream.

A valid job offer from an Alberta employer, required for most worker streams.

Language proficiency in English or French, demonstrated through an approved test.

Education credentials aligned with your occupation, sometimes requiring a formal credential assessment.
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* Specific streams have additional requirements - always confirm current criteria directly through Alberta's
AAIP website before applying, since eligibility and allocations change regularly.

4. The Application Process

* Step 1: Use Alberta's Eligibility Explorer tool to identify which streams you may qualify for.

* Step 2: Submit a Worker Expression of Interest (WEOI), which involves a non-refundable fee; your profile
remains valid for one year.

* Step 3: If invited, submit a full application with supporting documents for provincial nomination.

° Step 4: If nominated, apply to IRCC for permanent residence.

* Overall timelines vary, but applicants can generally expect several months for provincial nomination,
followed by additional months for federal processing.

5. 2026 Priority Sectors

For 2026, the AAIP is prioritizing draws and nominations in sectors including health care, technology,
construction, manufacturing, aviation, and agriculture, along with communities designated under the Rural
Renewal Stream. These priorities can shift, so candidates in high-demand sectors relevant to Central
Alberta's economy may see faster movement through the program.

6. Frequently Asked Questions

Common Questions

Do I need a job offer for every stream? No - the Alberta Express Entry Stream, for example, is
based primarily on your federal Express Entry profile rather than a job offer, though a job offer can
still strengthen an application.

How competitive is the AAIP? Competitiveness varies by stream and year; Alberta's nomination
allocation and draw cut-offs change regularly based on federal targets and provincial priorities.

Can | apply to more than one stream? You can only be nominated through one pathway at a
time, but the Eligibility Explorer can help you identify which stream best fits your profile before
applying.

Where can | get help with my application? Regulated Canadian immigration consultants or
lawyers can assist, and settlement agencies can often provide general orientation, though official
program questions should go through Alberta's AAIP resources directly.

AAIP Checklist

O Used the Eligibility Explorer to identify potential streams

O Gathered education, work experience, and language test documentation
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O Secured a job offer from an Alberta employer, if required for your stream
O Submitted a Worker Expression of Interest

O Confirmed current fees and processing times directly through Alberta's official AAIP resources

Keep Settling In With Work Central AB

Explore roles with Alberta employers who sponsor AAIP candidates on the Work Central AB job board at
workcentralab.cal/jobs. For official program details, always confirm directly through Alberta's government
immigration resources.
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